Before the 
Federal Communications Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20554 


In the Matter of 


Amendment of the Schedule of Application 
Fees Set Forth in Sections 1.1102 through MD Docket No. 20-270 
1.1109 of the Commission's Rules 


COMMENTS 
HIAWATHA AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 


The Hiawatha Amateur Radio Association of Marquette County ("HARA") submits these 
comments in response to the referenced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, released August 26, 
2020 ("Notice"). In its consideration of modernizing and updating license fees, HARA urges the 
Commission to exempt amateur radio from application filing fees as required by the RAY 
BAUM'S Act of 2018", an Act requiring the Commission to adopt licensing fee schedules 
commensurate with the cost of issuing licenses. Since first regulated in 19127, amateur radio is 
one of the nation's oldest radio services and plays a critical role in promoting and developing 
radio technology. It has been instrumental in delivering vital communication services during 
times of emergency. In support of its request that amateur radio operators (HAMS) remain 


exempt from licensing fees, HARA believes the Commission should pay close attention to three 


1 Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018, Pub. L. No. 115-141, 132 Stat. 1084, Division P — 
RAY BAUM’S Act of 2018 (2018). 
2 The Radio Act of 1912, formally known as "An Act to Regulate Radio Communication" (37 


Stat. 302), was the first legislation to require licenses for radio stations. 
l 


key issues: 1) the vital role amateur radio plays in providing public communication services; 2) 
the value amateur radio has developing and promoting communication technology; and 3) the 


impact license fees will have in discouraging new entrants to the amateur radio service. 


Background 


The Hiawatha Amateur Radio Association was first organized in 1932 when a small 
group of amateur radio operators met to provide community service. In 1933, HARA became 
chartered with and continues today, its affiliation with the American Radio Relay League 
(ARRL). For 88 years, HARA members have dedicated themselves to providing 
communication services to cities and towns across Michigan's rural Upper Peninsula and work 
closely with other local amateur radio organizations to maintain a radio network that can serve 
the public in times of emergency. HARA regularly conducts radio training sessions, meetings, 
licensing examinations, public safety communication networks and other radio-related services 
that benefit local municipalities. Like their counterparts throughout the United States, HARA 
amateur operators provide these services at no cost, spending significant personal financial 


resources? to pursue their public-service hobby. 


Providing Essential Public Communications Services 


Amateur radio operators are best know for their public service work in times of 
emergency where communications are critical to ensuring life safety. Whether through a 


network of radio repeaters or direct radio to radio communications, amateur operators establish 


3 Depending on their complexity, amateur radio antennas, towers, radios, emergency power 
systems, batteries, power amplifiers, cables, cameras and perpherial support systems range in 
cost from several hundred to thousands of dollars. 
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communication links when traditional public and private networks (cellular, landline, state, and 
federal) either fail or become overloaded. HAMS possess radio transmission equipment 
independent of these networks and have the technical and communication skills needed to 
establish point to point and point to multi-point communication links. 

Even though amateur radio disaster communication operations frequently capture the 
spotlight, amateur operators more commonly provide radio services as a public safety resource 
for community events. In Marquette County, for example, HARA regularly provides radio 
services for events including the Noqueqmon Ski race, the UP200 Sled Dog race, area 4" of July 
activities, the Grand Island Marathon race, the Ore to Shore bike race, and the Marquette 
Marathon race. HAMS are present in significant numbers, working alongside law enforcement 
and emergency medical personnel, to ensure the public's safety as they participate in these 
community racing events. Under Commission rules‘ and in support of these activities, HAM 
radio operators donate their time and equipment to provide essential communications to their 
community members. The Commission has long recognized the historical value amateur radio 
plays in delivering public service and the appropriateness of providing that service at no cost to 
recipients. Amateur license authorizations come with the expectation that operators agree to 
provide public safety communications> without charge or expectation of remuneration. 


Therefore, HARA believes it follows that, in support of the public interest, the Commission 


4 Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R. Part 97, Section 97.113 states that a station must not transmit 
communications for hire or for material compensation, direct or indirect, paid or promised, 
except as otherwise provided in Part 97. Section 97.3, moreover, defines the term "amateur 
service" as "A radiocommunication service for the purpose of self-training, intercommunication 
and technical investigations carried out by amateurs, that is, duly authorized persons interested in 
radio technique solely with a personal aim and without pecuniary interest." 
5 Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R. Part 97.1, (a) Recognition and enhancement of the value of 
the amateur service to the public as a voluntary noncommercial communication service, 
particularly with respect to providing emergency communications. 
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should exempt amateur licensees from any fees associated with providing this public benefit. 

In demonstrating its commitment to public safety, HARA has a long-standing 
relationship with Marquette County's Emergency Management unit to provide backup 
communications should there be an outage of Michigan's 800MHz radio network. The appended 
letter (exhibit "A") of support from Teresa Schwalbach, Marquette County Emergency 


Management Coordinator, highlights this relationship. 


Advancing and Promoting Communication Technology 


Since its inception, HAM radio operators have been known for their communication 
innovations. By day, many HAMS serve as professionals in the world of radio and television 
communications, information technology, cybersecurity, and a host of work experiences that deal 
with wireless and network communications. These same individuals frequently use their 
professional skills and their amateur radio equipment in experiments with analog and digital 
communications by night. It's not uncommon for HAMS to receive credit for innovative ideas 
that become commercially viable. HARA believes the Commission should consider 
incentivizing these innovative practices by exempting amateur radio operators from fees that 


could reduce the number of individuals participating in the Ham radio service. 


Encouraging new entrants into the Amateur radio service 


The Amateur Radio Relay League (ARRL) has, for years, supported educational efforts 


designed to attract youth to the service. HAM radio communications are known to help develop 


science and mathematics competencies and language arts skills as well®. To that end, HARA has 
mentored local community youth and assisted nearly a dozen individuals under 18 with studying 
and testing for their license’. In several instances, these young HAMS successfully lead 
classmates to secure their licenses as well. 

HARA is concerned that new amateur radio license fees will discourage families 
(especially those with limited income) from accessing the educational benefits of participating in 
amateur radio. Encouraging youth participation in this service aids in the development of math, 
science, and language arts skills and is critical in building a cadre of prepared operators who are 


ready to provide essential emergency communications as older licensees leave the service. 


Conclusion 

In recognition of Amateur radio's history of technical innovation and public 
service, HARA encourages the Commission to adopt an Amateur radio licensing policy that 
promotes individual involvement in the service at no cost to the licensee. Volunteers working 
alongside professional first responders are a critical component in saving lives during an 
emergency. Reducing barriers to becoming an amateur radio operator by exempting licensees 
from fees will help preserve amateur radio's role in advancing the art of radio technology. 
Finally, encouraging youth participation in amateur radio will serve the public interest as K-12 


education strives to add relevance to the school curriculum's abstract components. 


6 Amateur Radio in the Classroom 2016, techdirections.com 
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/ETP/Stories/ARRL_ Amateur Radio _in the%20 STEM- 


Classroom 4 16(1).pdf 
7HARA member, Jordan Smith (KC8RSW) received his Technician license at age 7 in 2001 


(https://www.qsl.net/k8lod/oldandnew.html) 
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Respectfully submitted, 
Hiawatha Amateur Radio Association 
By: /s/ Lou Gembolis 


Lou Gembolis, KG8NK 
President 


Hiawatha Amateur Radio Association 
P.O. Box 1183 

Marquette, MI 49855 
KG8NK906@gmail.com 


November 14, 2020 


ATTACHMENT "A" 


MARQUETTE COUNTY 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
180 U.S. Highway 41 East 
Negaunee, Michigan 49866 
(906) 475-1134 
FAX: (906) 475-9927 


November 1, 2020 


Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communication Commission 445 Twelfth Street, S. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20554 


RE: MD Docket No. 20-270 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 


This letter acknowledges the essential communication services provided by the Hiawatha Amateur 
Radio Association (HARA) to Marquette County's Emergency Services Unit. For decades, HARA 
operators have volunteered their time in service to our County during times of emergency or natural 
disaster. Our local Amateur radio operators donate their time, personal radio equipment, repeaters, 
standby power systems, and other facilities when called upon by the County. Their experience in 
delivering efficient radio communications often supplements the County's regular radio services. Our 
local HAM operators frequently train alongside County professionals to ensure the delivery of 
coordinated communications. Additionally, Amateur radio in our County serves as backup 
communications if our regular radio systems experience an overload or failure. This no-cost, 
redundant radio service is essential to our ability to serve the emergency service needs of residents 
in our community. 


As the FCC deliberates Amateur radio matters related to MD Docket No. 20-270, we urge the 
Commission to carefully consider Amateur radio's historical and ongoing importance in serving the 
public interest. 


If you need any further information or would like to discuss it further, please feel free to contact me 
at (906) 475-1134. 


Sincerely, 
VUA A an Wa zlo Q ck 


Teresa Schwalbach, PEM 
Marquette County Emergency Management Coordinator 


